
 

 

Milverton Primary School Parents’ Forum 

Thursday 3rd April 2014 

Present: 

Jo Potts, Zakia Rashid Hook, Rebecca Thomas, Imogen Spurling, Georgina Hosford, Heather 

Foulerton, Jane Morgan, Liz Twohig, Denise Winser, Kay Lawrie-Stiven, Marianne Talbot and Ben 

Wilde 

 

Apologies: Leonie Frazier 

 

1. Welcome 

BW welcomed everybody to the Parents’ Forum Meeting, we made double figures again! 

 

2. Matters arising from last meeting: 

 

Proposed expansion of the school:  There were 50 responses to the parent survey.  Further meetings 

have been held with various staff from WCC.  The school’s formal response has now been sent to 

WCC, and a decision is due to be made at the WCC Cabinet meeting at 1.30pm on Thursday 8th 

May.  This is a public meeting, when councillors will decide whether to move forward with the 

expansion or not.  If their decision is to continue, there will be a further four-week public 

consultation period.  All indications are that, given the strength and content of our feedback, 

combined with lots of public responses, the expansion is unlikely to proceed - but that is not yet a 

given. 

 

Parent support for visits:  Based on this discussion, BW has drafted some guidance bullets for 

teachers to try to ensure a smoother process of engagement with parent volunteers.  Some 

attendees noted that it is often difficult to identify the individual children they are responsible for, 

and BW agreed that it is vital that there is always an opportunity for parents to get to know their 

group of children. 

 

3.Your Views On: 

 

Learning review meetings (March): 

 

Positives: 

• Much improved over time 

• Slightly different focus in infants compared to juniors felt to be appropriate 

• Usually very clear and useful 

• Generally good experiences 

 

Negatives: 

• Sometimes too much detail, eg long list of maths topics mastered 

• Timing always tricky 

• Still not quite consistent, although much better 

 

An issue was raised about interventions and how these are communicated with parents.  The 

current letter and its language are felt by some to be stark and a bit of a shock.  BW agreed to 

check that all such communication is handled sensitively and with care. 



 

 

 

Recent parent workshops (reading and e-safety):   

The reading workshop was felt to be especially good; parents really liked the bookmarks with tips 

they were given at the end. 

 

The e-safety workshops were also felt to be excellent; good preparation as children get older.  An 

annual event was suggested as technology changes so quickly.  The sessions were not particularly 

well-attended (22 parents in total) and there was some discussion about how to promote them as 

a worthwhile use of parents’ time.  Ideas included reviewing their timing (during the school day?), 

using a different method of delivery (online?), providing materials for parents to read, enhancing 

this part of the welcome meetings for parents, and including positive feedback comments when 

notifying parents about the next session. 

 

A couple of IT-related issues were raised: 

 

• Cybersentinel:  Although parents have paid for this, and Milverton has sent payment to North 

Leamington School, it has not yet been rolled out.  BW will check timelines. 

 

• Edmodo:  This is a new learning platform currently being trialled with Y3/4 children.  Parents are 

unclear how the school intends to use it.  What is the strategy?  BW explained that the current 

learning platform is not fully fit for purpose for use by children and parents, so the school is 

exploring the use of Edmodo instead (alongside the refurbishment of the computing suite and 

moving away from WES supported services).  There is some anxiety among parents about the 

amount of time their children spend using screens and “chatting”.  BW stressed that it is early days 

and that Edmodo is intended to facilitate learning, but that promoting easier communication 

seems like a good start.  The school is currently considering how and when to introduce Edmodo 

to other year groups. 

 

4. Discussion Items: 

 

Milverton and the North Leamington Cluster:  BW introduced this item by reminding parents that 

Milverton is part of a cluster of nine primaries and two secondaries that work together to provide a 

wealth of networking opportunities for staff and children to work together collaboratively.  

Governors also work together across the cluster, sharing ideas and information.  Parents get to hear 

about bits and pieces, but BW wondered if there was a better way of conveying the abundance of 

benefits we gain from this work.  Parents felt this work was really interesting and valuable, but did 

not want a separate report or activity; they felt that a regular round-up in the newsletter would be 

sufficient, plus an updating/expansion of the information on the website (eg something about a 

joint staff activity).  A cluster event in the summer was suggested.  It was felt that it is important to 

report the impact of cluster working as well as simply reporting events.  KLS mentioned that she has 

been working to share PTA diary dates with Brookhurst, for example, but it is hard work.  BW also 

mentioned that levels of engagement understandably vary across the cluster. 

 

Ofsted Parentview:  BW asked for feedback on two areas: 

 

• Home learning is not surprisingly an issue that tends to polarise parents.  For example, attendees 

mentioned that it could be demanding on parents to support their children (especially in 

Reception) to complete their homework, but that some parents love being involved.  The 

message that home learning is a choice, and that it should not be causing stress and taking up 



 

 

massive amounts of time, needs to be reinforced, as well as the idea that there are often many 

ways of addressing the work, not just one prescribed method.  BW is happy to reinforce those 

messages. 

 

• Feedback on progress is felt to be appropriate at Milverton (two learning reviews a year, an 

annual report, plus comments in home learning books and an open door policy), and that any 

requirement to report more often would not be the best use of staff time. 

 

Parking and road use:  PCSOs have been patrolling Greatheed Road more often.  Awareness of 

issues of speeding and double parking has been heightened by the recent consultation.  BW has 

circulated a flyer from the police about considerate parking.  Governors have recently committed 

to reviewing the school travel plan, which sets out how the school promotes safer and healthier 

ways for pupils, staff and parents to get to and from school.  Suggestions were made about 

introducing a one-way system for dropping off and picking up, having a network of adults to guide 

children out to waiting cars, so cars did not have to be left unattended, and the need for flashing 

lights at school signs, especially on Northumberland Road.  It was felt that something on Greatheed 

Road would be helpful - there are currently no signs or traffic calming measures in place.  Parents 

asked about the children’s own experience of road safety and were reminded that it is addressed 

through PSHE (and that we have used schemes such as Kerb Safe in the past). 

 

Christmas Stocking:  held over to the next meeting. 

 

5. Any other business: 

 

Children taking part in school sports events:  A parent asked how children are chosen to represent 

the school and if, once chosen, they become permanent members of that team.  BW explained 

that it varies depending on the sport and event concerned.  For example, he holds open trials at 

the beginning of the autumn term for the football team, and all attendees get a chance to play for 

at least part of a match during the season, although the more skilled players form the core of the 

team.  There has to be a balance between being competitive and being inclusive.  For one-off 

cluster activities, such as the recent gymnastics competition, children are chosen who show an 

interest (eg by joining the after-school club) and/or an aptitude during PE lessons.  For the annual 

swimming gala, children are asked to attend trials, based on their performance in swimming 

lessons, and then selected for the event.  Most activities can only involve a few children, and 

competition tends to increase in Y5/6.  One parent queried whether swimming groups are “fixed” 

for each swimming half-term of lessons, which BW said should not be the case but he would check. 

 

House points:  A parent asked if there is a prize for the winning team. The same question had been 

asked at a recent Governor’s meeting. BW said not at present and that children seem quite happy 

just to win, and seem genuinely excited with the weekly “scores on the doors” announcement in 

assembly. 

 

Dog mess:  A parent noted that this is a particular issue along Northumberland Road, despite there 

being notices and bins.  ZRH agreed to collect more evidence and contact the council to see 

what else could be done to encourage compliance. 

 

 

Date of next meeting: 7pm  -  Tuesday 20th May 


