Friday 23rd March

Milverton News
Summer Clubs - forms in by 26th

Diary Dates
Mon 19th - Fri 23rd Feb - Half Term Break
Sat 24th Mar

Cross Country Final

Mon 26th Mar

Sum Clubs deadline

Wed 28th Mar

Y6 SATS Parents
Meeting 3.30pm

Thurs 29th Mar

Easter @St Marks

Thurs 29th Mar

Easter Egg Stravag

Fri 30th Mar

School Closed

Fri 30th Mar - Sun 15th Apr - Easter Break
Tues 17th Apr

Y3/4 Performance

Wed 18th Apr

Y3/4 Performance

Fri 20th Apr

Y5 Family Lunch

Please ensure all club booking forms for Summer Clubs are in for
Monday 26th March and information regarding allocated places
will go out on the 27th

Scrumdiddlyumptious
Last Friday the children in year 3/4 sold their
delicious smoothies as part of their
PSHEE and DT topic. They designed
and created them in groups from the
branding, to ingredients, to packaging
and pricing. Thank you to everyone
who came and purchased one. The
children were successful in making a
profit and will receive an exciting treat
at the end of the year.

Easter Egg-Stravaganza
Our Easter Egg-Stravaganza is planned for Thursday 29th of March - The last day of
this Spring term. We will be holding the same competitions as last year.
Paint an Egg Competition

You must paint a real egg

The backdrop with the egg must be smaller than 20cm in all dimensions

Any theme is allowed

The four age ranges are EYFS, Y1 and Y2, Year 3 and 4, Year 5 and 6

Prize for the winners!
Easter Bonnet Parade—EYFS, Y1 and Y2

decorate an Easter bonnet in the style of your choosing

Can be made on any hat or head covering

We will parade the entries around the playground

A prize for the winners!
Egg Tombola

Children buy tickets to try and win the eggs!

Please donate an egg or two for the festivities
there will be a box in school reception from next week
Thank you for your continued support!

FOMPS Movie night
A big Thank you to all the helpers who put on our Easter Movie night. All the children enjoyed the pleasure of a
cinema experience with their friends. The parental volunteers helped to plan, organise, and run the event so
that all children had a great time. Thank you!
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Buy a Book Scheme
We are pleased to say that the ‘Buy a Book’ event is currently on £423 of books bought for school donation. There are only 20 Books left from the school Wishlist if anyone wishes to purchase one to donate on behalf of their child (ren).
If we hit £600 in sales the school will receive a further 60% in FREE Books.
The following are still available from the schools Wishlist:











Phonics Readers - £5.99 each - still 7 to buy
Big Picture Book of Outdoors - £12.99
The Sun and the Wind Level 1 - £5.99
Fiction
Model under Cover - £6.99 each - 4 to buy
Secret Series - £6.99 each - 4 to buy
Young Reading History - £5.99
Victoria
Winston Churchill
Newspaper Histories - £9.99 Greek Gazette

Please contact Fiona Henshaw on 07790483888 or via email on thereadingchair@icloud.com

A Big Thank you to Jaguar Land Rover
A huge thank you to our volunteers from
Jaguar Land Rover. The guys are from A
crew Business protection team at
Gaydon. They have taken away our
unusable tyre park and helped with
some painting. We are so appreciative
of the help provided. Thank you! We
look forward to seeing them again in
April! Thank you to Mrs Habel’s husband
Ash (on the left) for organising the help!

Congratulations to our ‘Star Learners’ this week
Class RNS

George

Class RH

Sophia

Class 1W

Ned

Class 1/2CS

Jasleen

Class 2TB

Payaswini

Class 3/4JN

Freya

Class 3/4TH

Dan

Class 3/4B

Bella

Class 5/6JB

Bella

Class 5/6T

Iman

Class 5/6G

Florence
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Parent Forum
A well attended meeting took place on Monday morning giving us a wide variety of viewpoints to receive.
We discussed the meeting time and possibility of attracting more and different people to future meetings. It
was felt that a varied start time between an immediate start after drop off or an after school at pick time with
a crèche would be best suited.
Learning Review Hand outs
The first discussion point was to look at information given out at learning review meetings including the report
card system suggested through previous parental surveys and forum discussion. It was felt that the report
cards were a welcome addition and helped parents to support their child. RH had not received the report
cards due to their learning reviews taking place two weeks before everyone else. MF said he would ensure
that all parents in this class would receive a copy of their child’s report card and apologised that the timing of
this has not worked well for this group.
There were also difficulties with parents finding information about maths progress and support when their child
was taught maths by a different teacher. MF would review this with staff and seek to find a solution. This was
similar but not as wide spread for science when being taught by another teacher.
Parents liked the simple format and particularly the targeted support at the end
Suggestions were made to have half termly or termly focus for children in their year group. MF said he would
aim to get a section onto the website for parents to see, to help them understand what their child was
working on.
School Closures
MF explained the difficulty in coming to a decision to close the school when needed as with the extreme
weather we have been facing. There was some mixed feeling in the group with many suggesting the school
was right to close in these instances, while some feeling it would be possible to open or open partially. MF said
he would include in the minutes here some considerations for making the decision.
MF is in contact with other local head teachers who monitor weather reports, national weather warnings. The
first consideration is that the school site is safe to be at, temperature, heating working, building intact, this will
also include whether the underfoot conditions at school are safe for children and staff.
We must then consider conditions for families walking to school, crossing roads etc. We then must consider
staff and families who travel in from more rural locations and the road conditions for these staff.
The national MET office give travel advice that we consider. Over half our teaching staff live in rural conditions
coming through hilly roads that are often not treated, prediction of ‘slushy’ snow on roads and an overnight
freeze will lead to hazardous driving conditions. It is worth noting that if schools did not close and the traffic
was increased on the roads on the snow days there would be an increased pressure on emergency services
and more than likely more accidents and blockages to travel routes.
The next consideration is when to make the decision to announce closure, with the best will it is impossible to
absolutely predict weather conditions for the next day, so the consideration must be made weighing up the
advice given. If we are certain of closure the following day we can make a call the night before, alert Local
Authority and send out message to our parents.
It was suggested that parents appreciated the early warning possibility text, so they can make preparations.

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
Children have been working hard towards their Charlie and The Chocolate Factory Performance. I know you
will all be chomping to see it! Parents will receive an email with information about the performance on
Tuesday 17th and Wednesday 18th April, and instructions on how to book places to watch.
There is a booking system up for this.

There is a link on the school website

Please go to parent tab
This goes live tomorrow at 3pm. We have had to limit 2 places per family, initially.
An email will go to parents at 3pm today. We hope to see you there!
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Parent Forum
Mathletics
Overall very positive feedback on the mathletics programme and parents felt it right for school to ask parents
for donations again to buy back in to mathletics for the following year. There were a couple of considerations
that MF will follow up. Would it be possible to get instructions to get set up on kindle and ipad, are all games
linked to flash player which is not available on these devices. Is there a way to see what your child has
completed and how well they have done?
The discussion then turned to specific individuals opinions on what homework should look like. One feeling was
that some practical tasks would better suit children in the early years. We then discussed the difficulty of
selecting a homework strategy that everyone is happy with as people hold such varying opinions.
Wrap Around Care at Milverton
MF presented the ideas of Milverton Wrap around care - giving two options to families in EYFS and KS1 and
two options to families in KS2.
One option will be a practical activity based option and one will be a quieter art or game based option
which can be tailored to individual needs, if children just wanted to ‘chill out’.
The provision will provide enough spaces that exceed the current uptake of clubs and POSH. Parents will have
the option of using the school provision or to continue with POSH.
MF presented that the initial idea was focused around two main drivers. One to ensure quality extended
school hours provision, bringing all the extra curricular activities under the school umbrella allowing school to
ensure quality of provision. The second focus is to generate much needed funds for the school to ensure
building updates and improvements can take place, such as the floor in the dining hall.
Some other considerations were presented by parents for the school to take into account.
MF stated the school governors group would have information to provide to parents before Easter.
AOB
It was raised again about dangerous parking on Greatheed Road and Rugby Road, MF agreed and said he
had already spoken to the community policing team who will be making spot checks.
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Notices

New Summer Clubs information is now available on the school website
Deadline March 26th to avoid disappointment
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